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The LGBT Asylum Project is the only San
Francisco nonprofit organization
exclusively dedicated to providing
accessible legal representation for LGBT
asylum seekers who are fleeing
persecution due to their sexual
orientation, gender identity and/or HIV
status.

Letter From

OKAN

As we enthusiastically dive into 2020 and all that it
promises, we should look back and remember
everything The LGBT Asylum Project accomplished in
2019. I am proud to say that we have exceeded all of our
goals.
Our initial goal for last year was to provide legal services
to 70 asylum seekers, it is with great honor that I can
say, we have more than doubled that goal. We’ve served
169 LGBTQ asylum seekers in 2019!
We continued our FREE monthly LGBT Asylum walk-in
legal clinics - serving an estimated 200 LGBTQ+
immigrants during the year. We are also in the process
of renewing (and expanding) our 2 year-long
partnership with San Francisco AIDS Foundation to
offer even more free clinics to our San Francisco
community.
In March of 2019, we found a new home at 526 Castro
Street, making us the first immigration group in the
Castro. This provided us greater visibility and the
opportunity to connect with more people. And connect
we did! We entered into a long term partnership with
the Academy of Friends in June 2019. The money we
raise from that partnership will provide desperately
needed funds for LGBTQ asylum seekers, many whom
are HIV positive and are under attack by the Trump
administration.
I have no doubt 2020 will continue to see The LGBT
Asylum Project growing by leaps and bounds. I thank
you so much for your support.
Okan Sengun, Esq.
Executive Director & Co-founder

2019 SUCCESSES
Served 169 LGBTQ+ immigrants
Acquired office space in the Castro, the gay
capital of the world
Held 12 free legal clinics
Created The Freedom Wall, mural in SF office
Partnered with Academy of Friends
Acquired 3,266 followers on Facebook
Reached over 5,972 people on social media

2019
LGBTQ+ IMMIGRANTS SERVED
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100%
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VOLUNTEER OF THE
DAY PROGRAM
July-December 2019

70
Trained Volunteers
33
Country Conditions
Reports Completed

Client Story

OSCAR

Oscar is a gay man from Venezuela.
Oscar was abused and mistreated his whole life for being
gay
He was sexually violated by some of his relatives
Constantly bullied at school and at home by his family
Parents kicked him out for being too feminine, too sensitive
for a boy
After a period of homelessness and depression, Oscar
attempted suicide
While in the hospital recovering from his attempt, he was
informed that he was HIV+
When his parents found out about his diagnosis, his father
attacked him and confiscated his HIV medications, claiming
that only through religion and prayers, Oscar could get
cured of homosexuality and HIV
Oscar was able to convince his parents to send him to
California for anti-gay conversion therapy
That’s when we met Oscar. Our office, the LGBT Asylum
Project, worked hard on Oscar’s case and Oscar was
granted asylum in April 2019
Now Oscar lives a healthy life in S.F., taking his HIV
medications, being a member of our LGBT community.

THANK YOU!

FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS

Our Partners:
Academy of Friends
AGUILAS
AIDS Legal Referral Panel
Bigglesworth Family Foundation
Equality California
Gay Asian Pacific Alliance
Genentech
Horizons Foundation
Instituto Familiar de la Raza
Kobre & Kim LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Office of Civic Engagement & Immigrant Affairs
Office of Transgender Initiative
Richmond Ermet Aid Foundation
San Francisco AIDS Foundation
San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus
SF AIDS Walk
Society For Community Work
The Morrison and Foerster Foundation
The Small Change Foundation
Van Loben Sels/RembeRock Foundation
and all of our individual donors!

Total Income:
$339,663.41
Total Expenses:
$289,734.55

We are saving lives together!

